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SUBJECT: CITEL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE III MEETING, JULY 24-28, 1978, 

RIO DE JANEIRO 

1 . SUMMARY : CITEL PERMANENT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE III 
(CTP III) MEETING HELD RIO DE JANEIRO FROM JULY 24-28,. 1978, 

WITH THIRTEEN WESTERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES IN ATTENDANCE. 

IN TERMS OF U.S. OBJECTIVES, MEETING WAS SUCCESSFUL AND WAS 
OF BENEFIT TO ALL PARTICIPANTS IN RELATION TO THEIR WARC-79 
PREPARATIONS. DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING ARTICLES 9 AND 9A OF 
RADIO REGULATIONS PROMPTED A FEW POLITICAL STATEMENTS, 

MANELY REGARDING COLOMBIA'S CLAIM OVER GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. PERMANENT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE III MEETING (CTP III) OF 
THE INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE (CITEL) 
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WAS HELD IN RIO DE JANEIRO FROM JULY 24-28, 1978, AT THE 
SHERATON HOTEL. IN ADDITION TO ATTENDANCE BY THIRTEEN 
(13) WESTERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES, REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
THREE (3) INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS WERE ALSO PRESENT: 

UNDP, IMCO, AND SITA : ARGENTINA WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE 
MEETING. 
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3. DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING WARC-79 WERE DETAILED, 
EMPHASIZING REVIEW OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE RADIO 
REGULATION, AS SET FORTH BY THE U.S., CANADA, ARGENTINA, 
AND OTHERS. IN ADDITION TO ABOVE, MAIOR ACTIVE PARTICI- 
PANTS WERE - BRAZIL, MEXICO, CHILE, COLOMBIA AND 
VENEZUELA. CONSIDERABLE TIME WAS FOCUSED UPON RADIO 
REGULATION ARTICLES 5, 9, 9A AND RECENT CONFERENCES 
BEARING UPON WARC-79. 

4. ARGENTINA SUBMITTED DOCUMENT, WHICH COMPARES THEIR 
WARC-79 PROPOSALS IN ARTICLE 5 WITH THOSE OF FCC'S 8TH 
NOTICE OF INQUIRY AND CANADA'S 2ND DRAFT PROPOSALS. 
MEETING SPENT TWO FULL FAYS ANALYZING DOCUMENT, REVIEW- 
ING EACH FREQUENCY BAND OF THE RADIO SPECTRUS. THIS 
REVIEW UNABLED U.S. TO PRESENT OUR POSITION, SOUND OUT 
OTHER COUNTRIES CONCERNING THEIR IDEAS, AND OBTAIN 
FIRSTHAND REACTION TO OUR THOUGHTS. PROCESS WAS HIGHLY 
VALUABLE AND SHOULD ENHANCE OUR ABILITY TO ANTICIPATE 
FUTURE TELECOMMUNICATION REQUIREMENTS IN THE REGION, AS 
WELL AS SPELLING OUT PRESENT PROBLEMS AND NEED FOR 
COORDINATION ON SOME POINTS. MOST SIGNIFICANT RESULT 
WAS THE APPARENT RELUCTANCE OF MOST NATIONS PRESENT TO 
CONSIDER REDUCTION OF ALLOCATIONS TO THE FIXED SERVICE 
IN THE HF BANDS. PARTICULARLY WHEN SUCH REDUCTION WOULD 
PROVIDE NEW SPECTRUM FOR HF INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING. 
LESS RELUCTANCE WAS EXPRESSED WHEN THE BENEFICIARY 
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WOULD BE THE MARITIME MOBILE SERVICE. ALSO SIGNIFI- 
CANT WAS GENERAL SYMPATHY FOR PROPOSALS FOR AMATEUR 
SERVICE AT 3 AND 7 MHZ. SIMILAR DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING 
OTHER TOPICS PROVED TO BE OF EQUAL BENEFIT. 

5. DURING OPENING OF REVIEW OF ARTICLES 9 AND 9 A, 

WHICH OCCURRED TOWARD END OF WEEK, COLOMBIA'S REPRESEN- 
TATIVE PRESENTED ONLY POLITICAL STATEMENT OF MEETING. 

HE ADVISED THAT COLOMBIA WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO 
ACCEPT STANDARDS THAT WOULD BE IN CONTRADICTION TO 
COLOMBIA'S CLAIM OF SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE GEOSTATIONARY 
ORBIT. HE LATER REITERATED HIS STATEMENT BY DECLARING 
THAT COLOMBIA WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO ACCEPT A PRO- 
POSAL THAT WOULD ASSIGN POSITIONS IN THE GEOSTATIONARY 
ORBIT TO NATIONS. THE U.S. RESPONDED BY REFERRING TO 
RESULUTION NUMBER SPA 2-1 OF THE WORLD ADMINISTRATIVE 
RADIO CONFERENCE FOR SPACE TELECOMMUNICATIONS (1971), 
WHICH SETS FORTH THAT FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENTS SHOULD NOT 
PROVIDE ANY PERMANENT PRIORITY FOR ANY INDIVIDUAL 
COUNTRY AND THAT ALL COUNTRIES HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS TO THE 
GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT. DURING THE COURSE OF DISCUSSION. 
BRAZIL STATED THAT THEY WERE NEUTRAL CONCERNING 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT CLAIMS, PREFERRING TO WAIT UNTIL 
THE ENTIRE POSITION HAD TIME TO MATURE. THIS COMMENT 
WAS FOLLOWED BY A STATEMENT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
ARGENTINA (CHAIRMAN OF MEETING), WHO INDICATED THAT 
THE GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT IS A LIMITED NATURAL RESOURCE 
AND MUST BE CONSIDERED PART OF THE HERITAGE OF ALL 
NATIONS. HE SAID THAT ITS USE SHOULD BE COORDINATED 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF ALL NATIONS. ONE LAST POINT 
WAS MADE BY THE COLOMBIAN REPRESENTATIVE. HE SAID HE 
WAS PLEASED TO HEAR ARGENTINA RECOGNIZE THE ORBIT AS A 
LIMITED NATURAL RESOURCE, AND HE (COLOMBIA) WAS IN 
AGREEMENT THAT IT WAS PART OF THE HERITAGE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. HE DID EXPRESS, HOWEVER, 
THAT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES DO NOT HAVE THE MEANS TO 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS LIMITED RESOURCE. 

6. IN CONCLUSION, GENERAL TENOR OF THE MEETING WAS 
POSITIVE, WITH ALL COUNTRIES ENDORSING THE NEED FOR 
CLOSE COORDINATION AND DEVELOPMENT. 

DEXTER 
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